Expression of Interest
Editorial Contributor, DiVine website

What is DiVine?

An exciting new website written by and for people with disabilities and hosted by the Victorian Government. 
The aim of DiVine is to inform, engage and entertain people with disabilities, and create a vibrant, inclusive community that encourages participation.  

The Office for Disability is responsible for the DiVine website, and will invite people with disabilities to submit occasional articles on a wide variety of subjects for potential publication on the site. 
The Office for Disability is also seeking to engage around 15 paid editorial contributors who will produce regular articles for DiVine, submitting content weekly, fortnightly or monthly. Successful applicants will have flexibility to negotiate the terms of their individual contract, and support needs can be arranged.  
It is anticipated the DiVine website will launch in December 2009. 

Responsibilities
As a regular editorial contributor to DiVine, you will: 

· Be paid to research and write feature articles, news stories, opinion columns reviews and/or interviews of interest to people with disabilities.
· Work on a freelance (external) basis as a contractor to the Department of Planning and Community Development.
· Commit to submitting content weekly, fortnightly or monthly as negotiated with the DiVine Online Editor, meeting specific deadlines.
· Need to sign a formal contract for a minimum term of six months.
· Be aware that other opportunities to contribute to the site may evolve over time.
Benefits

The benefits of becoming a contributor to the DiVine website include:

· The opportunity to share your passion, intellect and unique experiences with thousands of other Victorians.
· The chance to play a pivotal role in building a vibrant online community and to forge partnerships between people with disabilities, government and the wider community.
What are we looking for?
DiVine contributors should possess some or all of the following attributes:

· High-quality writing

We are looking for writers that can produce original, creative, vibrant, easy-to-read articles. Contributors that can produce articles that are informative, humorous and/or stimulate discussion will also be highly regarded. 

· Specialist knowledge 

Knowledge or a strong interest in an area related to one of the DiVine content topic categories (see below) will be highly regarded, but contributors will be required to write across a variety of topics. 

Categories: news, dining, bars and nightlife, theatre, event reviews, transport issues, the arts, books, film, music, cooking, relationships, parenting, healthy living, home and garden, sport, travel, computing, mobile technology, home entertainment, gadgets, video games, policy and legislation, your rights, government action. 

· Prior experience

Previous experience writing for websites or other publications like newspapers, journals and magazines is not necessary, but will be highly regarded. 

· Reliability

Contributors should have a demonstrated ability to submit articles regularly, as negotiated with the DiVine Online Editor, and be able to meet strict deadlines.

· Community engagement
Previous involvement in community networks and/or leadership roles is not necessary, but a willingness to play a role in building a vibrant online community is important.  
How to apply

· Complete the attached application form listing your contact details and areas of interest.

· Write an introductory letter about yourself that addresses the attributes we are looking for.
· Include a sample of your writing that is no more than 500 words. The writing sample should focus on one of the subject categories listed in the “specialist knowledge” section.
The deadline for applications is July 15, 2009. 

Send your application to: 

Jason Hill

Office for Disability

Level 7/1 Spring Street, Melbourne Victoria 3000

Phone: (03) 9208 3052

TTY: (03) 9208 3631

Fax: (03) 9208 3633

Email: Jason.Hill@dpcd.vic.gov.au
The Department of Planning and Community Development

The Department of Planning and Community Development's purpose is to lead and support the development of liveable communities. Liveability is a key element of Victoria’s competitive advantage – our ability to attract business, investment and people impacts on prosperity, productivity and participation in communities and across the state. 
The Department achieves this goal through the delivery of four strategic directions: improved planning and design for communities, better access to housing, infrastructure and services, increased opportunities for community participation and excellent organisational performance. 

For further information visit www.dpcd.vic.gov.au
The Office for Disability

The Office for Disability (OFD) was established within the People and Community Advocacy Group in September 2006 following its announcement in the government’s social policy statement, A Fairer Victoria. 
The aim of the Office for Disability is to lead, support and coordinate Victorian Government policy and programmatic efforts that will improve outcomes for people with a disability and address barriers to participation in the community which will benefit all Victorians. 
The Office works collaboratively with a range of government and non–government partners to achieve its objectives, and is responsible for the DiVine website.
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Expression of Interest
Editorial Contributor, DiVine website
Personal contact details:

	Name


	

	Address


	

	Phone


	

	Mobile


	

	Email


	


Areas of Interest:

Select three areas of interest from the following categories. Place the numbers 1, 2 and 3 next to the topics of most interest to you in order of preference. 

	News
	

	Dining
	

	Bars and nightlife
	

	Theatre
	

	Event reviews
	

	Transport issues
	

	The arts
	

	Books
	

	Film
	

	Music
	

	Cooking
	

	Relationships
	

	Parenting
	

	Healthy living
	

	Home and garden
	

	Sport
	

	Travel
	

	Computing
	

	Mobile technology
	

	Home entertainment
	

	Gadgets
	

	Policy and legislation
	

	Your rights
	

	Government action
	


This document is available in an alternative format upon request. Please phone 1300 880 043 or email ofd@dpcd.vic.gov.au
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