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Parents and schools: Developing positive partnerships

To achieve the best possible school experience for your child, it is important to develop and maintain a positive partnership with the school.
As a parent, you know your child better than anyone else. By sharing information and knowledge about your child with the school, you can become a partner in your child’s education. Your belief that your child will learn and progress at school can also inspire others to have the same confidence.
Being part of the school community

Parents are valued members of the school community. Spend some time getting to know the teachers, principal, parents and other children at the school, and become familiar with the school grounds and routines. 
Communication

Good communication between school and home is essential for developing and maintaining a positive partnership with your child’s school. Communication can be both formal and informal.
Formal communication will take place through regular Student Support Group meetings, parent-teacher interviews, school newsletters and assemblies. 
Informal communication can include quick chats with the teacher, using email or a communication book. A communication book travels between home and school in your child’s bag and can work well as long as both you and the teacher check it regularly. 
Schools can use the communication book to tell parents about events such as sports days or excursions, learning themes for the term or a positive note about something your child has achieved. 
Parents can use the communication book to tell schools about things that are happening at home that may impact on your child’s day at school. For example, a late night family celebration or house renovations. 
Talk to the teacher about what type of communication suits you both. Schools can provide access to language interpreters if needed. Developing a positive partnership with the school is the same as for any other relationship. It requires mutual respect, listening skills, empathy and communication.
Positive education planning

Planning for your child’s year at school should begin as early as possible. By allowing plenty of time to gather information and explore all the options, you can be confident in making informed decisions about your child’s educational program.
Keep in mind that planning is an ongoing process and that there may be changes as the year progresses. An important part of the planning process is regular monitoring and review of the Individual Learning Plan.
Positive education planning involves:
•
developing a positive partnership with the school
•
establishing a Student Support Group
•
understanding your child as a learner
•
developing an Individual Learning Plan and setting goals
•
identifying and implementing supports
•
measuring your child’s progress
•
adjusting the Individual Learning Plan as needed
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